SPANZA to sponsor anaesthetists to travel to US meetings

In 2012, the Society for Paediatric Anaesthesia in New Zealand and Australia (SPANZA) will sponsor two anaesthetists from a lesser developed country in the Pacific region to attend the 2012 International Assembly for Pediatric Anesthesia (IAPA) to be held in Washington, D.C., USA on October 10-12, 2012. Successful applicants will be encouraged to also attend the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) meeting in Washington D.C. on October 13-17, 2012.

This sponsorship will include return airfare, accommodation for the duration of both meetings, registration for both meetings, an invitation to the IAPA Faculty/VIP dinner, the IAPA reception at the National Zoo and travel insurance.  
 
There are also opportunities for the successful applicants to spend time at a tertiary US paediatric hospital prior to, or following, the IAPA and ASA meetings
 
Successful applicants must submit an abstract for either a poster or oral presentation at the IAPA meeting by July 1, 2012 and submit a report within two weeks of the conclusion of their scholar program describing their experience.
 
Successful applicants will be responsible for ensuring they possess a valid passport and visa to enter the United States. The Society of Pediatric Anesthesia will provide a letter indicating that the successful individual has received a travel scholarship for the IAPA that can be used to support their visa application. 
 
The closing date for applications is May 1, 2012 and should include the names of two referees and the application form found at the following website:  www.internationalassembly2012.org/IAPA_Intnatl_Scholars_App.pdf
 
Applications for SPANZA sponsorship should be made (by post or email) to:
 
Dr George Chalkiadis
Department of Paediatric Anaesthesia and Pain Management
Royal Children’s Hospital
Flemington Rd
Parkville VIC 3052
Australia
george.chalkiadis@rch.org.au
 
Interested anaesthetists from developing countries outside the Pacific region can also apply via the IAPA website: www.internationalassembly2012.org.  
