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1. Purpose 
 

The ANZCA professional document PG44 Guideline on advice for retraining or further training in 
anaesthesia and pain medicine has been developed to address the need for advice on further training for 
practitioners where there is a request for information on how to refresh knowledge and skills in specific 
practice areas in anaesthesia, pain medicine, perioperative medicine and related specialties, or where 
there is a desire for extending or changing a practitioner’s scope of practice.  

 

2. Background and discussion 
 

The Australian Medical Council (AMC) is the accreditation authority for the medical profession under the 
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law in Australia. It develops accreditation standards for medical 
programs and their education providers, with these standards being approved by the Medical Board of 
Australia. The Medical Council of New Zealand (MCNZ) works jointly with the AMC for Colleges that are 
in both Australia and New Zealand (ANZCA). 
 
In the 2023 as part of a review by the AMC, with a focus on CPD, it was identified that requests for 
advice on further training were insufficient to meet AMC accreditation standards. ANZCA needed to 
develop a resource to fulfill the AMC criteria.  

2.1 This assessment included requests for extending scope of practice to a new area for a practitioner 
(self-initiated, beyond the basic generalist practitioner). 

2.2 Retraining initiated by a practitioner to refresh knowledge and skills in a particular area of practice 
[self-improvement, practice change, possibly guided by a suggestion from others (peers, 
managers), but where underperformance is not yet a formal concern]. 

 
In order to meet the criteria, it was agreed that the development of a professional document to support 
requests for retraining and/or further training be developed for participants in the ANZCA CPD program.  

 
Related ANZCA documents 
 
The PG44 guideline should be read in conjunction with the following: 
 
Clinical care standards 
 
ANZCA standards for anaesthesia 2023 
 
PS11(PM) Procedures in pain medicine clinical care standard 
 
ANZCA standards for perioperative medicine 2023 
 
ANZCA and FPM CPD program 
 
ANZCA and FPM CPD Program handbook  
 
Professional documents 
 
PS02 Position statement on credentialling and defining the scope of clinical practice in anaesthesia, 
including background paper.  
 

https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/9646faaa-6336-4d50-8e7b-543376ac4150/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/Standards-for-anaesthesia-2023.pdf?language=en&view=1
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/2196464c-cae5-40e8-ab51-b8814ca01d35/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PS11(PM)_-Procedures-in-Pain-Medicine-Clinical-Care-Standard.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/ba298b0d-4e86-4b43-a270-14349030f04f/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/ANZCA-Standards-for-Perioperative-Medicine-December-202317.pdf?language=en&view=1
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getattachment/a2eb3ff8-d9fc-4bfb-94a7-8d6ee4980a00/2023-ANZCA-and-FPM-CPD-Program-Handbook
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/940a872c-6208-4373-944e-e7b57a9e4018/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PS02-Anaesthesia-credentialling-and-scope-of-practice-2025-PILOT.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/8f2dc13a-c3f9-4c3b-9554-4dcf54683974/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PS02BP-Anaesthesia-credentialling-and-scope-of-practice-BP-2025-PILOT.pdf?language=en
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PG13(PM) Guideline on return to pain medicine practice for specialist pain medicine physicians, including 
background paper. 
 
PG48 Guideline on the administrative management of substance use disorder in medical practitioners in 
anaesthesia and pain medicine, including background paper 
 
PG50(A) Guideline on return to anaesthesia practice for anaesthetists, including background paper. 
 
PS57(A) Position statement on duties of specialist anaesthetists, including background paper.  
 
PG65(G) Guideline for the performance assessment of a peer, including background paper. 
  
Regulations 
 
ANZCA Regulation 26 Standards of professional practice. 
 
ANZCA Regulation 27 Performance assessment of anaesthetists and pain medicine physicians. 
 
ANZCA Regulation 28 Removal of role holders, committee, subcommittee and working group members 
representatives. 
 
Other resources 
 
ANZCA. Supporting professionalism and performance. A guide for anaesthetists and pain medicine 
physicians. 2024. 
 
ANZCA. Promoting good practice and managing poor performance in anaesthesia and pain medicine. 2017. 
 
Royal College of Anaesthetists (RCoA). Supporting and managing anaesthetists with performance concerns. 
2024. 
 
Regulatory bodies codes of conduct 
 
Medical Board of Australia. Good medical practice, the code of conduct for registered medical practitioners 
in Australia. 
 
Medical Council of New Zealand. Good medical practice, the code of conduct for registered medical 
practitioners in New Zealand.  
 
 
Document Development Group 
 
PG44 was developed by Peter Roessler, Lindy Roberts, Leona Wilson, David A Scott, and Melissa Viney 
with input from the CPD unit. 
 
PG44 was revised in 2025 by Debra Devonshire, Michelle Mulligan and Babitha Kudakandira. 
 
 
Professional documents of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA) are intended 
to apply wherever anaesthesia is administered and perioperative medicine practised within Australia and 
New Zealand. It is the responsibility of each practitioner to have express regard to the particular 
circumstances of each case, and the application of these ANZCA documents in each case. It is recognised 
that there may be exceptional situations (for example, some emergencies) in which the interests of patients 
override the requirement for compliance with some or all of these ANZCA documents. Each document is 
prepared in the context of the entire body of the College's professional documents, and should be interpreted 
in this way. 
 
ANZCA professional documents are reviewed from time to time, and it is the responsibility of each practitioner 
to ensure that he or she has obtained the current version which is available from the College website 
(www.anzca.edu.au). The professional documents have been prepared having regard to the information 

https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/a67deb08-846a-4f2e-ba6a-5d597f9f4b5f/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG13(PM)-Guideline-on-return-to-pain-medicine-practice-for-specialist-pain-medicine-physicians-2023.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/af809bee-59f1-40b7-ae5f-401b23bb0d84/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG13(PM)BP.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/6f5c4ebf-3507-4760-9c91-0dd549aff724/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG48-Administrative-management-of-substance-use-disorder-2025-(PILOT).pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/6f5c4ebf-3507-4760-9c91-0dd549aff724/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG48-Administrative-management-of-substance-use-disorder-2025-(PILOT).pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/ace771a4-f293-4f05-8d21-2dc7bae35154/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG48BP-Administrative-management-of-substance-use-disorder-BP-2025-(PILOT).pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/062bf7ca-a096-4403-af44-e09f522c027d/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG50(A)-Return-to-practice-anaesthesia-2017.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/cb3fe092-ea19-4398-9ac4-e4da785908de/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG50(A)BP-Return-to-practice-anaesthesia-BP-2017.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/a65faf0e-8904-49f8-a297-d69bb566e233/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PS57(A)-Position-statement-on-duties-of-specialist-anaesthetists-2014.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/8a8beeaf-a58e-4a54-8793-b8085a0ef323/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PS57(A)BP-Position-statement-on-duties-of-specialist-anaesthetists-Background-Paper-2014.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/7f659e83-0b14-4a63-a929-4d19ba353436/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG65(G)-Assessing-peer-performance-2020.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/8623074c-2c5c-4c15-90e7-2229e0f7dc76/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/PG65(G)BP-Guideline-for-the-performance-assessment-of-a-peer-Background-Paper-2020.PDF?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/ff8b6def-7c09-442f-85a3-a6f150c01361/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/Reg-26-Standards-of-professional-practice.pdf?language=en&view=1
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/2718646e-7552-4c32-b97e-5ebfaa17f750/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/Reg-27-Performance-assessment-of-anaesthetists-and-pain-medicine-physicians.pdf?language=en&view=1
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/ec0914bf-70ff-417a-9214-a3d9a32df408/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/Reg-28-Removal-of-role-holders,-committee,-subcommittee-and-working-group-members-representatives.pdf?language=en&view=1
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/9017d13b-7288-4cd0-8e34-f5e0476ba574/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/ANZCA-Professionalism-Performance-Guide_2024.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/9017d13b-7288-4cd0-8e34-f5e0476ba574/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/ANZCA-Professionalism-Performance-Guide_2024.pdf?language=en
https://www.anzca.edu.au/getContentAsset/4efd6f4f-21be-46f3-a8b7-c6e848ff16e8/80feb437-d24d-46b8-a858-4a2a28b9b970/Promoting-good-practice-and-managing-poor-performance-in-anaesthesia-and-pain-medicine.pdf?language=en
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcoa.ac.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2F2024-12%2FSupporting%2520and%2520managing%2520anaesthetists%2520with%2520Performance%2520concerns%25202024_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cprofdocs%40anzca.edu.au%7Ce73bc62c354645cd940308dd463ae5c1%7C686372ff30d44fe7ae862cba12b991df%7C0%7C0%7C638743940999742813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2uN6DmCJUnRTXz3FmYXVPPCRfE%2B036cJu2qhjqclpUs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.medicalboard.gov.au/codes-guidelines-policies/code-of-conduct.aspx
https://www.mcnz.org.nz/about-us/publications/good-medical-practice/
http://www.anzca.edu.au/
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available at the time of their preparation, and practitioners should therefore take into account any information 
that may have been published or has become available subsequently. 
 
Whilst ANZCA endeavours to ensure that its professional documents are as current as possible at the time 
of their preparation, it takes no responsibility for matters arising from changed circumstances or information 
or material which may have become available subsequently. 
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